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 The
Winners
   Circle

By Rich Turner • photos by the author
F4F-3 (late) – USS Lexington
Hobby Boss 1:48

T
he kit represents a late version of 
the F4F-3 Wildcat, a short, stubby little 
aircraft designed by Grumman in the 
1930s as a shipboard fighter.   Originally 
slated to be a biplane, the Wildcat evolved 
into a mid-wing aircraft.   The -3 differed 

from earlier versions by having squared wing tips and 
four .50 calibre machineguns in the wings.  Also, the -3 
had fixed wings while later models had folding wings and 
two more machineguns but those had less performance, 
in the eyes of some.

Although mostly associated with the U.S. Navy 
and Marines in the Pacific Theatre during the early part 
of World War II, the F4F also served with Great Britain 
where it was called the 
Martlet and scored its first 
aerial victory over Scapa 
Flow in December 1940 
when its pilot downed a 
German Ju-88.

This kit has been 
rumoured to be a challenge to build but I cannot 
agree. Out of the box the kit built with little or no 
problems providing you discard some of the instructed

continued on page 3

“In the Thousands”
1/48 Grumman F4F-3 Wildcat by Rich Turner

D e L AW A r e  VA L L e y  S C A L e  M o D e L e r S  /  C H A p T e r  i p M S  U S A

Newsletter

Visit the DVSM website: www.dvsm.org

February 2018

nexT MeeTing

February 2
• Theme Contest 
‘The ’70s’



2

Presidents’ 
Corner
 by Paul Tomczak

Well the time has come for my last 
article as President. As I am writing this I 
am currently in India which was the main 
reason for me leaving – too much travel in 

my current job. Richard Turner was voted in as the next 
club President last meeting and I wanted to wish him 
good luck in his new role. As a local guy he will be able 
to respond to the club needs and will be around for more 
meetings, something I can’t guarantee. 

i wanted to say thank you to everyone for helping 
me out through the years and supporting the club. It’s been 
a pleasure to serve as President and I enjoyed getting to 
know each of you better. As I return to civilian life, I will 
be sticking around as the web master and hope to be at 
as many meetings as I can. In fact I plan to sit with the 
car guys my next meeting as I have built my first real car 
model – A 1978 Trans AM for our 1970’s theme. See you all 
there in February.

Happy Modeling and here’s richard… 

 by Rich Turner

i am sure you will all join me in saying thanks 
to Paul for his service and contribution to the club 
over the last three years as President. I know Paul 
wanted to write a few words on this so will let him 

say the rest but I would like to say that we look forward to 

his continued membership and models each month. 
So with 2018 underway, I’m excited to see what 

this year brings and it certainly has been a treat so far 
what with freezing temperatures, snow and warm spring 
weather all in the space of two weeks. I never thought I 
would miss the UK weather. 

By way of a brief intro from me, I have been 
modelling off and on for about 40 years, and consider 
myself to be a very active modeller working most days on 
a project or two. Over the years I’ve built armour, trains, 
diorama’s and painted the odd figure but for the last 10 
years focussed solely on aircraft. I do confess to being a 
bit of a detail and weathering nut with strong views on the 
selection and use of colour, tone and finish but I also have a 
passion for scratch building. 

With dark cold evenings, the winter months do allow 
for plenty of modelling time and I’m sure that many of you, 
like I have already planned, purchased and started a list of 
models for this year’s monthly contest themes. There are 
some awesome themes to get stuck into so if you are not 
already working on your production line there is no time 
like the present to dust off those kits, tools and brushes. 
Check out the 2018 themes on the website.

During 2017 we averaged 9.3 models (not 
including June and December) per theme with a total 
number of 93 models entered during the year, with 7 
individual theme winners. It would be great to see even 
more models during 2018 and with 11 entries for the 
January “In the 1000’s” theme which included aircraft, 
armour, cars and figures we are off to a great start. 

This month’s theme is the 1970’s so plenty of scope 
for some iconic model subjects. n

“I aim to create models that look real. For me, this 
simply means building and finishing a model based 
on what I see of an aircraft in service, with the 
necessary detail, accuracy and finish within the 
chosen scale.” – Rich turner
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January “in the Thousands”
Model of something that was mass-produced in 
large numbers for its type.

February “The Seventies”
Model of a subject from the years 1970 -79. 

March “The Vietnam War era”
Model of a subject from the war or the period of the 
overt U.S. action during the war, i.e., 1964 –1975.

April “What if?”
Model must be an original kit-bashed idea, or e.g., 
WWII 1946, Steampunk, or something designed 
but never built.

May “Watch and Listen”
Model of anything related to a TV show, movie or 
song.  

June no theme (gold/Silver/
Bronze Contest)

July “Black as night”
Model of a subject all black, e.g., black car with 
black interior, P-61 in night fighter mode.

August “Weather related”
Model of a subject with a weather-related name, 
e.g., Hawker Hurricane, Typhoon, GM Cyclone, 
any Republic “Thunder” aircraft. Olds Toronado is 
acceptable. 

September “Failures & Disasters”
Model of a subject that was a poor performer or 
a failure at its purpose, e.g., Brewster Buffalo, 
DeLorean, Edsel.  

october “Best & Fastest” 
Model of a speed-record setting plane, car, ship, 
rocket, tank, motorcycle, etc.

november “rivals”
Two models of subjects that fought or competed, 
e.g., F-86A and MiG-15; Ford Mustang and Chevy 
Camaro, etc. (Two models, double points)

QUeSTionS about DVSM’s 
Contests should be directed to 
Mike Turco at MATurco@aol.com

Theme 
CoNTesTs 2018build sequence regarding the wheel struts and landing gear. Rather than 

attaching wheel struts at the fuselage joining stage, brass tubes where 
fitted to allow the wheels to be dropped in post build. The fuselage 
bracket below the wheels has to be left off till the end of the build to 
make this possible, an easy omission that I found out the hard way. 
The cockpit was largely scratch built using some of the kit parts but 
mostly constructed of styrene and evergreen sections. The engine had 
similar treatment and upgraded from the spares box with added details. 
Gun barrels were replaced with fine brass tube. The wheel struts were 
assembled as a completed unit with fine nickel wire drilled and inserted 
but not glued through the struts to allow movement. When installed the 
wheel assembly had a little suspension and much needed resilience. 

painting was with the usual custom mix of Tamiya acrylics. A 
dark base coat was layered with lighter shades to the desired effect, 
which for me is always worn. Decals are from the box which were a 
little thick but with plenty of decal fluid settled well between two coats 
of Klear. A dark panel oil sludge wash was heavily applied and then 
wiped off to highlight rivets, panel lines and general grime followed 
by light airbrushed staining. All was sealed with a light dusting of AK 
ultra matt varnish.
This model was a very satisfying quick build taking about two 
weeks of evenings to finish. Taking the decision to add some robustness 
to the wheels, as well as dedicated transport boxes has paid off as this 
model has already clocked up about 14,000 miles of travel between 
shows and club meetings in the US and UK. I wonder if this was more 
than the prototype clocked up? n

Wildcat continued
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Join IPms/UsA 
Why? The International Plastic Modelers’ Society/USA, 
of which Delaware Valley Scale Modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPMS/USA! “By Modelers, 
For Modelers”

What do i give? Adult, 1 year: $30. Adult, 2 years: 
$58. Adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

What do i get? A membership card with your IPMS 
number that entitles you to enter the IPMS/USA National 
Contest, plus the magazine, IPMS/USA Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

How? Clip and mail the coupon in the DVSM 
Newsletter or the IPMS/USA brochure, see our IPMS 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVSM meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals

Turner, R. 5          5

Tomczak, P. 4          4

Turco, M. 4          4

Hoover, G. 3          3

Bailey, E. 2          2

Kopczynski, P. 2          2

Vattilana, J. 2          2

Cicconi, B. 1          1

Lam, S. 1          1

Rakos, R. 1          1

Rifkin, H. 1          1 

Monthly points are awarded as follows: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2018 Theme Contest Point Standings to Date
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January Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

M4A3 Sherman, 1/35, by Mike TurcoF-16C, 1/48, by Glenn Hoover

B-24J Liberator, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin

2013 Camaro, 1/25, by Rod Rakos

Grumman F4F-4 Wildcat, 1/72 by Bob Cicconi

T34-85, 1/35, by Paul Tomczak
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January Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak

Grumman F6F-5 Hellcat, 1/72, by Sunny LamStuG III, 1/35, by Ed Bailey

B-24J Liberator, 1/48, by Paul KopczynskiAir Cavalryman, 120mm, by Joe Vattilana

Rb-57 Canberra, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin



BnB HoBBy & TrAin DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & K HoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

MAin Line HoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MiLLenniUM HoBBieS 
& THe gUnDAM KiTCHen
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

neW ConCepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

HoBByMASTerS, inC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

Z & Z HoBBieS, inC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the Local Hobby Shops
THAT SUpporT oUr CLUB


